
 
 
 

 
 

Seminar 2  
BEING 

CONCISE 
 
 

Adrian Wallwork ENGLISH
Adrian Wallwork

for Writing
Research Papers

  English for W
riting Research Papers

W
allwork

Adrian Wallwork
English for Writing Research Papers

Good writing skills are key to a successful career in academia. English for 
Writing Research Papers was written speci!cally for researchers and professors 
of all disciplines whose !rst language is not English and who wish to have their 
work published in an international journal.

With easy-to-follow rules and tips, and with examples taken from real papers, 
the book covers how to:
 • prepare and structure a manuscript that will be recommended by referees 

for publication
 • use a reader-oriented style
 • write each section of a paper
 • highlight the most important !ndings
 • write concisely and without ambiguity
 • avoid plagiarism
 • choose the correct verb forms

The book also includes around "## useful phrases for use in any kind of  
research paper.

Adrian Wallwork is the author of more than $# ELT and EAP textbooks. He 
has trained several thousand PhD students and researchers from %& countries to 
write research papers. 'rough his editing agency, he and his partners have been 
revising and editing research papers since ()*&. 'is guide is thus also highly 
recommended for providers of editing services, proofreaders, and trainers in 
English for Academic Purposes.

Other books in the series:
 • English for Presentations at International Conferences
 • English for Academic Correspondence and Socializing
 • English for Research: Usage, Style, and Grammar
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Which ONE of these is the best 
way to improve your English 
and make fewer mistakes? 

1) Learning the grammar 
2) Learning the correct vocabulary 
3) Reading lots of scientific papers 

4) Other - what? 
 

 
 



What is the best way to 
improve your English and make 

fewer mistakes? 
1) Learning the grammar 

2) Learning the correct vocabulary 
3) Reading lots of scientific papers 

4) Writing less. 
 

 
 



Professors vs 
 Normal People 

 
 

Imagine you ask your professor the question 
 

 “What time is it?” 



 
A typical professor will say: 
 "On the basis of the consideration that 
the sun would appear to be at its 
highest peak in the sky, it would be 
reasonable, given such circumstances, 
to hypothesize, all other things being 
equal, that the time, with respect to 
Greenwich, is midday." 



 
A normal person would say: 

 

 “12 o’clock” 



Which style of writing is easier to 
understand and more enjoyable to 

READ? 
 

a) “12 o’clock” 
b) "On the basis of the consideration that the 
sun would appear to be at its highest peak in 

the sky …” 



Which style do you use? Why? 
 

a) “12 o’clock” 
 

b) "On the basis of the consideration that the 
sun would appear to be at its highest peak in 

the sky …” 



 
In a survey at Stanford 
University, 86.4% of 
students admitted they used 
complicated language in 
their papers to make 
themselves sound smarter 
(i.e. more intelligent). 

 
source: Yes! P 150 
 

 



Remove the fog: cut redundant words 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
	  

It was yellow in 
colour and round in 
shape. 



Remove the fog: cut redundant words 
 

1.  It was yellow in colour and round in shape. 

2.  This will be done in the month of December. 

3.  The research activity carried out in our department. 

4.  The activity aimed at the extrapolation of X is not trivial. 

5.  We did X. This choice meant that … 

6.  The summary statements presented above represent the 
authors’ current perceptions in relation to the results. 
Since the work is ongoing, these statements should only 
be viewed as conclusions to the extent that it is the 
author’s intention and aim to embellish them in the light 
of subsequent events. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
	  



Cut redundant words 
 

1.  It was yellow in colour and round in shape. 

2.  This will be done in the month of December. 

3.  The research activity carried out in our department. 

4.  The activity aimed at the extrapolation of X is not trivial. 

5.  We did X. This choice meant that … 

6.  The summary statements presented above represent 
the authors’ current perceptions in relation to the 
results. Since the work is ongoing, these statements 
should only be viewed as conclusions to the extent that 
it is the author’s intention and aim to embellish them in 
the light of subsequent events. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
	  



Why is eliminating redundant words 
useful? 

 

It was yellow in colour and round in 
shape / form. 
 
We did X. This choice / choose meant 
that … 
 
The activity aimed at / to  the 
extrapolation of X is not trivial. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
	  



Why is eliminating redundant words 
useful? 

 

It was yellow in colour and round in shape / 
form. 
 
We did X. This choice / choose meant that … 
 
The activity aimed at / to  the extrapolation of X 
is not trivial. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
	  



Why cut redundant words? 
 

 It was yellow in colour and round in shape / form. 
 We did X. This choice / choose meant that … 
 The activity aimed at / to  the extrapolation of X is not 
trivial. 

 

•  If you cut redundant words it is 
impossible make mistakes with them! 

•  They add no value for the reader. 
•  They are not concrete. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
	  



Ex 3  
	  



Which is correct?	  

1a) We found useful to consider the 
cases separately. 

1b) We found it useful to consider ... 

 

2a) It is worth to note that x = y. 
2b) It is worth noting that x = y.  



Which is correct?	  

We found useful to consider …          
We found it useful to consider ... 

It is worth to note that x = y. 
It is worth noting that x = y. 
 

Are you 100% sure???!!!  



Are the sentences in blue 
correct?	  

We found useful to consider … 
We found it useful to consider √ 
We considered ... 

 

It is worth to note that x = y. 
It is worth noting that x = y. √ 
Note that x = y. 
 

 



   Eliminating words	  
Reduces the number of choices 
you have to make, thus reduces 
the time you have to spend 
thinking. 

Reduces the chances of you 
making mistakes, thus reduces 
correction time. 

Saves the reader time and 
reduces possible boredom. 

 

 



Using simple constructions does not mean you 
have a low intelligence quota! 

 



Exercise 4	  



Prefer verbs to nouns	  	  

X was used in the calculation of Y.	  
X was used to calculate Y. 
	  
 
	  

All sentences in red are examples of 
BAD English 



Prefer a verb to a verb + noun construction	  	  

This allows the analysis of X to be performed. 
This allows you to analyse X. 
This allows X to be analysed. 
 
A comparison was made between X and Y. 
X and Y were compared. 
 
X showed a better performance than Y. 
X performed better than Y. 
 
	  



Why is using verbs a good idea? 
 

 

A comparison was made / done / 
effected / carried out between X and Y. 

 
 

X and Y were compared. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
	  



Noun	  vs	  verb	  	  
Which	  is	  easier	  to	  read?	  

In	  Figure	  2	  the	  curve	  exhibits	  a	  
downward	  trend	  (por9on	  A-‐B);	  
then	  it	  undergoes	  a	  rapid	  rise	  
(part	  B-‐C),	  it	  then	  assumes	  a	  
leveled	  state	  (zone	  C-‐D).	  It	  
possesses	  a	  peak	  at	  point	  E	  
before	  displaying	  a	  slow	  
decline	  ...	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  
the	  curve	  in	  Fig.	  3	  is	  
characterized	  by	  a	  different	  
behavior.	  	  

	  In	  Figure	  2	  the	  curve	  
ini9ally	  falls	  (segment	  
A-‐B)	  and	  then	  rises	  
rapidly	  	  (B-‐C).	  It	  then	  
levels	  off	  (C-‐D).	  Finally	  
it	  peaks	  at	  point	  E	  
before	  falling	  slowly	  ...	  
On	  the	  other	  hand,	  the	  
curve	  in	  Fig.	  3	  behaves	  
differently.	  	  



Noun	  vs	  verb	  	  
Which	  is	  more	  elegant?	  

In	  Figure	  2	  the	  curve	  exhibits	  a	  
downward	  trend	  (por9on	  A-‐B);	  
then	  it	  undergoes	  a	  rapid	  rise	  
(part	  B-‐C),	  it	  then	  assumes	  a	  
leveled	  state	  (zone	  C-‐D).	  It	  
possesses	  a	  peak	  at	  point	  E	  
before	  displaying	  a	  slow	  
decline	  ...	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  
the	  curve	  in	  Fig.	  3	  is	  
characterized	  by	  a	  different	  
behavior.	  	  

	  In	  Figure	  2	  the	  curve	  
ini9ally	  falls	  (segment	  
A-‐B)	  and	  then	  rises	  
rapidly	  	  (B-‐C).	  It	  then	  
levels	  off	  (C-‐D).	  Finally	  
it	  peaks	  at	  point	  E	  
before	  falling	  slowly	  ...	  
On	  the	  other	  hand,	  the	  
curve	  in	  Fig.	  3	  behaves	  
differently.	  	  



Noun	  vs	  verb	  	  
Which	  contains	  more	  informa/on?	  

In	  Figure	  2	  the	  curve	  exhibits	  a	  
downward	  trend	  (por9on	  A-‐B);	  then	  
it	  undergoes	  a	  rapid	  rise	  (part	  B-‐C),	  
it	  then	  assumes	  a	  leveled	  state	  
(zone	  C-‐D).	  It	  possesses	  a	  peak	  at	  
point	  E	  before	  displaying	  a	  slow	  
decline	  ...	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  the	  
curve	  in	  Fig.	  3	  is	  characterized	  by	  a	  
different	  behavior.	  	  

	  In	  Figure	  2	  the	  curve	  
ini9ally	  falls	  (segment	  A-‐B)	  
and	  then	  rises	  rapidly	  	  (B-‐
C).	  It	  then	  levels	  off	  (C-‐D).	  
Finally	  it	  peaks	  at	  point	  E	  
before	  falling	  slowly	  ...	  On	  
the	  other	  hand,	  the	  curve	  
in	  Fig.	  3	  behaves	  
differently.	  	  



Exercise 5A	  



Avoid generic + specific.  
What could you remove below?	  

Meetings will be held twice a year in June 
and December. 
 
Simulating human attention for social robots 
is a complex multidisciplinary task. In order 
to design attention systems for social robots, 
it is necessary to consider the psychological, 
neurological and computational aspects of 
human attention  
 
 
	  
 
	  



Avoid generic + specific.  
What could you remove below?	  

Meetings will be held twice a year in June 
and December. 
 
Simulating human attention for social 
robots is a complex multidisciplinary 
task. In order to design attention systems for 
social robots, it is necessary to consider the 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  n e u r o l o g i c a l a n d 
computational aspects of human attention  
 
 
	  
 
	  



Exercise 5B	  



 
Be concise in the  
title of your paper 
but not too concise	  



After reading a 
title of a paper 
only 1 in 500 

people … 
? 



 
 

So you think they are going to  
read your paper? 

 
1 in 3 Americans read gossip on blog websites 
1 in 6 people read 12 or more books a year 
1 in 100 people read a newspaper 
ONLY 1 in 500 people read a paper 
after reading the title 

1 in 10,000 people read poetry  
 



 
 

What is the problem with this title? 
 

An innovative Italian PhD 
student scientific English 

didactic methodology 
 
 



 
 

When you start reading it, it seems 
to have one meaning. But when you 

finish it, it has another meaning. 
 

An innovative Italian PhD 
student … 

 
 



 
 

It is a string of : 
 

adjectives + nouns that act as 
adjectives + nouns  

 
An innovative Italian  PhD 
student scientific English 

didactic methodology 
 
 



 
 

Rewrite the title. Include some 
prepositions and a verb. 

 
An innovative Italian  PhD 
student scientific English 

didactic methodology 
 
 



 
 

Good titles have a verb and some prepositions.  
 

An innovative Italian PhD student scientific English 

didactic methodology 
 

An innovative methodology 
for teaching scientific English 

to Italian PhD students 
 
 



 
 

Good titles put the adjective next to the noun it 

refers to.  
 

NO! An innovative Italian  PhD student 
scientific English didactic methodology 

 
YES! An innovative methodology for 

teaching scientific English to Italian PhD 
students 

 
 



URBAN TALES 

"English likes to put a 
series of nouns in a string - 
i t i s a more conc ise 
construction” 
 
"I've found titles like this by 
mother tongue English 
speakers - so it must be an 
acceptable construction" 



What grammatical form would improve 
the following horrible title? 

a) verbs 
b) articles (the, a/an) 

c) adverbs 
d) prepositions 

 

Educational Software Specification  
Definitions Trends 

 
 
 



Prepositions help readers to under-
stand relationships between nouns 

Horrible! 
Educational Software Specification 
Definitions Trends 
 
Trends in definitions for the specification 
of educational software 
 
 



"noun noun" vs "noun of noun" 
•  Development environment 
•  Mouse pad 
•  Sex shop 

•  Art state technology 

•  Mass destruction weapons 
•  Commerce Chamber  



"noun noun" vs "noun of noun" 
Art state technology 
State-of-the-art technology 
 
Mass destruction weapons 
Weapons of mass destruction 
 
Commerce Chamber  
Chamber of commerce	  



Using	  Google	  to	  check	  your	  English	  



Google:	  summary	  

This	  word	  or	  exact	  phrasing:	  these	  informa9ons	  are	  
	  
Language:	  English	  
	  
Domain:	  .ac,	  .edu	  
	  
Author	  (Google	  Scholar	  only):	  Smith	  	  	  



 
Back to titles …. 

 
The Definite Article 

Importance of Improving Design of Internal Systems 
 
 
 

     
 
 



The Definite Article 

The importance of improving  
the design of internal systems 

 
 
 

    
 
 



 
 
 
• Immediately make sense to the referee 
• Catch attention of browser  
• Have definite and concise indication of 

what it is written in the paper itself 
• Contain key words 

A good title should … 



Two titles 
The first title (short) attracts attention. 
PhD students have miniscule brains. 

 
 
 
The second explains the first title. 
Extremely low IQ levels in PhD student 
brains as an indicator of wasted tax-
payer funding of pointless research 
 



Moral of the story 

If readers can’t understand your title, 
there is a 98.76532% chance they won’t 

read your paper. 
 
 



Titles – what is wrong with 
these? 

1.  Design of an hydraulic system for liquid 
packaging 

2.  An investigation into the modeling of the 
coffee roasting process 

3.  The development of a CAE tool for the 
prediction of the steady state and transient 
behavior of orbit annular machines 

4.  A study of a novel hydrogen production and 
energy conversion system 



1.  Design of an hydraulic system for liquid 
packaging 

2.  An investigation into the modeling of the 
coffee roasting process 

3.  The development of a CAE tool for the 
prediction of the steady state and transient 
behavior of orbit annular machines 

4.  A study of a novel hydrogen production and 
energy conversion system 



Revised titles 

1.  A hydraulic system for liquid packaging 
2.  Modeling the coffee roasting process 
3.  A CAE tool for predicting the steady state 

and transient behavior of orbit annular 
machines 

4.  A hydrogen production and energy 
conversion system + explanation of why it 
is ‘novel’ 



Don’t	  use	  words	  like	  novel	  and	  
innova;ve	  in	  your	  /tles.	  Why	  not?	  



Your title 

•  What is the main finding of your research? 
Invent a title that encapsulates this finding. 
 
Be as specific as possible. 

•  Show it to your partner. He/She tries to 
improve it. 



Being concise: Summary	  	  
Remove redundant words  
(and even whole sentences, paragraphs, sections) 
For a period of six months 
For six months 
 
Reduce number of words 
This gives us the possibility to do x 
This allows us to do x 
 
Use verbs instead of nouns 
We made an analysis of x 
We analysed x 
	  
 
	  



BUT .. don’t use strings of 
nouns and don’t be too 

concise in titles	  



Don’t have strings of nouns – use verbs 
PhD brain examination system 
A system for examining the brains of PhD students 
 
Use prepositions 
PhD brain examination system 
A system for examining the brains of PhD 
 
Use articles 
System for examining brains of PhD students 
A system for examining the brains of PhD students 
 
	  
 
	  



Why be concise?	  	  
Make your ideas stand out – don’t hide your most 
important information in a mass of redundant words. 
 
 
 
	  
 
	  



Why be concise?	  	  
Makes your ideas stand out – don’t hide your most 
important information in a mass of redundant words. 
 
Limits opportunities for error 
 
Leads to shorter sentences. So forces you to have clear 
ideas about what you want to say 
 
Keeps referees happy 
 
Reduces costs  
(ink, paper, photocopies) 
 
	  
 
	  



Why be concise? 
To save time and money.	  	  

It takes more than three hours to read 
30,000 characters. If you reduce the 
paper by 30% you will spend one hour 
less reading/revising it.  
Also, if you use 30% fewer words it will 
take up to 30% less time to write.  
 
	  



Why be concise?	  	  
 
 

Guarantees that readers will READ 
your paper. They will not SKIM or 

SCAN it. 
 

 
 
	  



Hans Hoffman: 
“The ability to simplify means to eliminate 

the unnecessary so that the necessary 
can speak” 



You will not write like a child!  
 
 

Being concise does not mean that you 
cannot be expressive or cannot be eloquent. 

You can!  
 

Are native English academics concise?  
Most are not.  

But the difference between them and you is 
that they don’t make mistakes! 

 
 
	  



Why be concise?	  	  
Abstracts 

CVs 
Applications for grants 

Research proposals 
Emails 

Slides in presentations 
Posters at conferences 

Twitter 
 

Learning to be concise is not an option, it is essential. 
 
 
	  



Believe me. You need to be concise	  
 
 
	  



  Just because it was not concise:  
“Must be rewritten completely”	  

Referees can be real bastards! 



But the author could have avoided the problem –  
simply by cutting the redundant words in his text 

	  

Abstract 
Tomato (Solanum lycopersicum L.) is a worldwide-
cultivated vegetable crop which is affected by 
many viruses that cause significant economic 
losses. Therefore, Their detection and 
identification is of critical importance to plant 
virologists in general and, in particular, to 
scientists and others involved in plant protection 
activities and quarantine and certification 
programs. 
	  



Instead publication was delayed 3 months. Also, the 
author had to pay me €220 to revise his manuscript – 
when he could have done the revision HIMSELF 
before the first submission. 
 
P.S. Obviously, the author had NOT followed my English course! 



Note also that this is an Abstract 
	  
Abstract	  

Tomato (Solanum lycopersicum L.) is a worldwide-cultivated 
vegetable crop which is affected by many viruses that cause 
significant economic losses. Therefore, Their detection and 
identification is of critical importance to plant virologists in general 
and, in particular, to scientists and others involved in plant 
protection activities and quarantine and certification programs. 

	  If the reader sees a lot of redundancy in the Abstract, 
then he/she will probably stop reading. 

 
In your Abstract every word must add VALUE.  

You do not have much space in an Abstract, so don’t 
waste a single word. 

 



  	  

Which would YOU prefer to 
read and assess: a 10-page 

paper, 20 pages or 40 pages? 

Yes, referees can be real bastards, 
but …  they are also human! 



If	  you	  remember	  nothing	  else	  in	  this	  
course,	  remember	  this:	  

	  
think	  about	  the	  reader:	  

write	  the	  minimal	  amount	  possible	  



How to end a lesson using boring 
scientific English 

 On the basis that I have now concluded 
everything that I wish to say on this 
particular occasion, and, moreover, due to 
the consideration that the time allocated to 
this particular session is drawing near to its 
scheduled completion, I believe, given all 
the above factors, that we have reached the 
point at which we can bring this part of the 
presentation in our 5-part course to a 
suitable and appropriate termination. 



How to end a lesson using 
error-free English 


