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Abstracts 
What is an abstract?  
How important is the abstract? 
How many paragraphs? 
How many words? 
When do you write it? 
 
 



Traditional Abstract 
Mini paper: summarizes content and conclusions.  
1.   Purpose of study: background 
2.   What you found + new results  
3.   What you did and how you did it 
4.   What are the implications for the future 
 

 Always ensure that your abstracts answer 
the four questions above.  

 Write it before AND after you've finished the 
paper 

 
 



I am going to give various examples of how 
to write abstracts. The most important thing 
is to understand: 
 
1 the structure (how and in what order the 
info is presented) 
 
2 the style (impersonal or personal) 
 
 
 



EX 6 Page 6 Why is it not a 

good abstract? 

 

 

 



           Example of a poor Abstract 
 
In the last few years 4G cellular batteries have 
become increasingly popular in the 
telecommunications and computer industries. Many 
authors have studied the various features of such 
batteries and noted that the lifetime of a 4G cellular 
battery, in particular those used in the most recent 
generations of mobile phones, may be subject to the 
number of times the battery is recharged and how 
long it is charged for. In addition, it has been found 
that there is no adequate analytical model to predict 
this lifetime. Such an accurate model is necessary 
in order for producers and consumers alike to be 
able to predict how long the batteries will last and 
also, in some cases, how they can be recycled. In 
this work, an analytical model is developed which 
describes the relationship between the number of 
times a battery is recharged, the length of time of 
each individual recharge, and the duration of the 
battery.  

A lot of 
background 
information 

Very little about 
what the authors 
did in their 
research. 

 Results? 



EX 7 Page 7 Why is this Abstract better? 
 
 



Ex 7 



1b, 2a, 3d, 4c, 5e 



Ex 8 Why is this abstract, perhaps, 
even better? 

 
 



A more dynamic abstract? 
 
The lifetime of a 4G cellular phone battery may be 
subject to the number of times the battery is 
recharged and how long it is charged for. To date, 
there has not been an adequate analytical model to 
predict this lifetime. We have  developed an 
analytical model which predicts the relationship 
between the number of times a 4G cellular phone 
battery is recharged, the length of time of each 
individual recharge, and the duration of the battery. 
We validated this model by comparison with both 
experimental measurements and finite element 
analyses, and shows strong agreement for all three 
parameters. The results for the proposed model are 
more accurate than results for previous analytical 
models reported in the literature for 4G cell phones. 
The new model can be used to design longer lasting 
batteries. It can also lead towards further models 
that can predict battery failure. .. 

This is not news for 
the reader. It is 

more suitable for an 
introduction rather 
than an abstract 

Tell the 
reader 

immediately 
what your 
paper is 
about 

 
Use ‘we’ 



READ THIS … WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KNOW?  
Abstract 
 
The aim of our research was to discover whether it 
is possible to transform recycled plastic into pure 
100% gold.  Background, background, background, 
and more background. This paper describes how 
recycled plastic provided by local industries was 
fused and then mixed with an innovative mixture of 
water and air. Tests were then carried out over a six 
month period. 



Exactly!! 
 

You want to know if they got  
The ****ing gold or not! 

So always include your key results (not just 
your aims) near the beginning of the Abstract 

(and in the other sections too). 
 



Typical Referees’ Complaints 
 
•  The author has written more than 400 words in the 

abstract and yet has only described the context but 
not the results of his/her work and the 
implications.  

•  The abstract doesn’t do justice to what the paper is 
about. It is too abstruse and dense. It is only 
understandable after the paper has been read.  

  
•  The authors have failed to state why the scientific 

community should be interested in their work nor 
what value is being added to what is already 
known. 

 



Is it Time to Leave Him?  

EX 9 



Sentences 1-2: what you did + key results 

Three red flags were identified that indicate that the 
time to leave him has come. These red flags are: five 
burps per day, two sitting-zapping sessions per day, 
and five games on the Playstation with friends per 
week.  
 
 
  
 
 
 

simple past to say what you did in your research 
 

       WE WILL BE DOING TENSE USAGE  
       IN ANOTHER LESSON 

 
 



Sentences 3-4: introduce background by relating to S1-2  

 A large number of women have doubts about the 
right moment for leaving their partner. Often 
women wait in hope for a change in their partner's 
habits.  
 
 

simple present to express scientific facts not found by you 
 



S5-7: use background (S3-4) to justify what you did 
 One hundred couples were analyzed, recording 
their daily life for six months. Women were provided 
with a form to mark the moments of annoyance 
recorded during the day.  Burps, sitting-zapping 
sessions and games on the Playstation with friends 
produced the highest index of annoyance.  
 
  
 

 

simple past to say what you did in your research  
+ what the result was 
 



Penultimate sentence (8): provide more info on your 
results 

 The probability of eliminating these habits was 
found to significantly low when the three red flags 
had been operative for more than three months.  
 
 

 

simple past to say what you did in your research  
+ what the result was 
 



Final sentences (9, 10): implications 
Thus, these numbers provide a good indication of 
when the time to leave him has come. With these 
red flags, women will no longer have to waste their 
time waiting for the right moment.  
 
 
 
 
 

simple present to say what you believe your research means 
 
will for possible future implications 
 



CONTENTS OF GOOD ABSTRACT 



Dynamic abstracts: What readers 
want in the order they want it 

     
1.  What you did + the key result, i.e. begin with info 

that the reader does NOT already know 

2.  Introduce background by connecting to what you 
said in (1).  

3.  Use the background information (max 30%) to 
justify what you did.  

4.  More info on your results. 

5.  Implications of your research. 



Tenses in Abstracts 



present perfect (continuous) 
 

•  to state background situation 
as basis for current research, 
there must be a past-present 
time reference 

•  The simple present is NOT 
possible in these cases 

For many years / Since 1991 / Until 
now researchers working on language 
comparison have been obtaining 
conflictual results ...  NO! are obtaining 
 
We believe our approach is unique. In 
fact, this is the first time that such an 
approach has been used. NO! is used 
= Such an approach has never been 
used before. 
 
 
 



Present Simple 

•  to state 
background 
situation 

•  to state what you 
plan to do in the 
paper 

It is well known that some 
languages are more 
complex than others. 
 
 
We propose a means to 
relate the level of 
complexity in a language 
with the level of complexity 
in the bureaucratic system 
where that language is 
spoken We argue that ..  
 
 
 
 



 
 

past simple 
 
 •  to state what was done and 

what results were obtained 

•  to state the decisions that 
motivated your choices 

•  The perfect present is NOT 
possible in these cases 

Italian was compared with English in 
order to establish a vocabulary index. A 
new method was used to calculate the 
amount of redundancy. We found that 
Italian was/is more redundant than 
English.  No! have compared, has been 
used, have found 

 

We decided to choose Italian and 
English because ... 

Our system was designed so that we 
could see … No! have decided, has 
been designed 



will 
 

Use the present, not will,  when 
talking about the structure of the 
paper 
 
 
Use will or present refer to 
another part of the paper. 
 
 
Use will to refer to future 
research 
 

Section 1 reviews the 
literature. The literature is 
reviewed in Section 1. 
 
This will be discussed / is 
discussed in more detail in 
the next section. 
 
Future research will 
address the problem of .... 
 
 



typical mistakes 
In the last few years readability indexes are 
becoming increasingly popular. 
 
The prototype version of our system has been 
designed to deal with vast quantities of data. 
 
The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 will 
review the literature and in Section 3 our 
methodology will be presented. 
 



In the last few years readability indexes are becoming 
increasingly popular. 
In the last few years indexes have become … 
Indexes are becoming increasingly .. 
 
The prototype version of our system has been 
designed to deal with vast quantities of data. 
The prototype version of our system was designed to 
 
Section 2 will review the literature  
Section 2 reviews the literature. 
 





Discuss which you think is the best style.  
Imagine that your name is Carter and that you made the suggestion 

 
1.  In 2010, we suggested that X = Y [36]. 

2.  In 2010, the authors suggested that X = Y  [36]. 

3.  In 2010, it was suggested that X = Y  [Carter, 36].  

4.  In 2010, it was suggested that X = Y  [36].  

5.  In 2010, it was suggested that X = Y .  

 

 



Personal (we, our) vs Impersonal 

We developed XYZ …   
In the present study XYZ was developed 
 
Our approach …  
The approach adopted in this work 
 
We believe that these results represent ... 
These results may represent 



Write the first few lines of an abstract on 
your current research project 

 



How interesting are these 
beginnings? 

 
In this work we … 

This paper presents … 
The main focus of this paper is … 

The aim of this research is to .. 
 

How excited will the referee be after 
reading these beginnings? 

       



How interesting are these 
beginnings? 

 
In this work we … 

This paper presents … 
The main focus of this paper is … 

 
Try to make the referee’s life a 

little bit more interesting. Be 
different. Sell yourself! 

       



Make your first sentence  
eye-catching 



 
 
 

How interesting are these 
beginnings? 

 
We have demonstrated for the first 

time that 1+1 = 3. 
 

We have found a new way to teach 
English in just two lessons. 

 
PhD students are no more 

intelligent than the average dog. 
Our findings suggest that .. 

 
 



Improve you abstract and then give it 
to your partner to read and assess 

 



Homework: email me an Abstract 




