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Word Order 
black and white 
bianco e nero 

 



The news  
(very old!) 

Tony Blair was hit 
between the shoulders 
by a ball of purple 
powder thrown by 
protestors during prime 
minister's questions 
today - forcing the 
Commons chamber to 
be abandoned.  

Paura rientrata alla 
Camera dei Comuni. 
Dalle poltrone riservate 
al pubblico due 
persone hanno lanciato 
un palloncino pieno di 
polvere viola che ha 
colpito il premier Tony 
Blair mentre stava 
rispondendo ... 
 
 



word order 
1 subject   
2 verb        
3 object     
 

Protesters 
hit 
Blair 



Choosing the best grammatical 
subject. Which sentence is best?  

1 Particularly interesting for researchers in this field is 
the new feature for the calculation of X. 

2 The new feature for the calculation of X is particularly 
interesting for researchers in this field  

3 X can now be calculated with a new feature which is 
particularly interesting for researchers in this field  

4 This field of research now has a new feature for the 
calculation of X. 



The new feature for calculating 
X is particularly interesting for 
researchers in this field. 
 
But it may depend on the 
emphasis you want to give. 
 



Why is putting the subject at 
beginning of sentence important?  

We have mentioned a number of different factors that 
can improve one’s writing of scientific papers, however 
there is one factor that is even more important than the 
others (ie conciseness, sentence length, blah blah and 
fucking blah, using verbs instead of nouns) and this 
factor is rarely taken into consideration by writers 
although it is absolutely fundamental; that factor is, of 
course, putting the subject at the beginning of the 
sentence. (67 words) 
 
Putting the subject at the beginning of the sentence 
is fundamental in improving one’s writing of scientific 
papers. But unlike the other factors (ie conciseness, 
sentence length, using verbs instead of nouns) it is 
rarely taken into consideration by writers. (40 words) 
 
 



Message to all non Italian 
students here today. Don’t 

marry an Italian 

1897 



Why is putting the subject at 
beginning of sentence important?  

 

1 Reader doesn’t have to scan complete 
sentence to discover what it is about. 

2 Forces you to use shorter sentences 
and be more direct. 

3 Reduces the number of words needed. 
4 Reduces the number of mistakes. 
 

NB You are not writing a thriller! 
 
 
 



Put the main verb near the 
beginning of the sentence  

Various European languages including Italian, 
and Portuguese, along with Hindi, Russian and 
Chinese (which has only recently been added 
to this list), can be learned using this method. 
 
Various languages can be learned using this 
method. These include European languages 
such as Italian and Portuguese, along with 
Hindi, Russian and Chinese. Chinese has only 
recently been added to this list. 
 
 
 



Use an ACTIVE verb with 
 section, table, figure etc  

In Section 3 the new approach is described. 
In Figure 1 the equipment is shown. 
All the values for blah blah blah blah are reported 
in Table 7. 
 
Section 3 describes the new approach. 
Figure 1 shows the equipment. 
Table 7 reports all the values for blah. 
 
 
 
 
 



If you use an ACTIVE form, then the verb will 
be near the beginning of the sentence 

instead of the end. This makes the sentence 
easier to read. 

Some future developments and blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah are outlined. 
The document outlines / We outline some future 
developments and ...  
 
 



If there are several subjects for the same verb:  
1) put the verb after the first subject (Sixteen 
texts) 
2) put along with before the second subject 
(twenty texts)  

Sixteen texts taken from eight different European 
languages, twenty texts taken from ten different Asian 
languages, and six texts taken from three American Indian 
languages were analysed. 
 
Sixteen texts taken from eight different European 
languages were analysed, along with twenty texts 
taken from ten different Asian languages, and six texts 
taken from three American Indian languages. 
 
 



Alternatively, use an active / personal form. 

Sixteen texts taken from eight different European 
languages, twenty texts taken from ten different 
Asian languages, and six texts taken from three 
American Indian languages were analysed. 
 
We analysed sixteen texts taken from eight 
different European languages, along with 
twenty texts .. 
 
 
 
Note: Not all journals accept the use of we 



Why is putting the main verb near 
beginning of sentence important?  

 

The verb often contains key info. Why make the 
reader wait for this info? 
 
The verb can get ‘lost’ if it is at the end of the 
sentence. 
 
It will probably force you to use shorter 
sentences. 
 
 
 
 



Do Ex 14 



Do exercise 



Direct object before indirect object 

We sent to the publisher of the journal 
whose address we found on the internet 
our manuscript. 
We sent our manuscript to the publisher 
of the journal whose address we found on 
the internet. 
1 Subject We  
2 Verb sent  
3 Direct object manuscript  
4 Indirect object journal  
 



If the direct object is very long: split 
sentence + repeat the direct object 

We sent our manuscript, which had taken six 
years to research and six months to write 
(before being accepted after three reviews 
and two rejections),  to the journal. 
 
We sent our manuscript to the journal. The 
manuscript had originally taken six years to 
research and six months to write. It was then 
reviewed three times and rejected twice before 
being accepted. 
 
 
 
 



Don’t insert parenthetical information between subject and 
verb 

 
English, although currently the international language of business, may 
one day be replaced by Spanish or Chinese. 
Although English is currently the international language of business, it 
may one day be replaced by Spanish or Chinese. 
English may one day be replaced by Spanish or Chinese, even though it 
is currently the international language of business. 
English is currently the international language of business. However, it 
may one day be replaced by Spanish or Chinese. 
 
GOOD    BAD 
Follow this structure:  Not this structure: 
1) Info A  (all)   Info A (a little) 
2) Info B  (all)   Info B (all) 

   Info A (some more) 
 
 



Do exercises 



What does it mean? 

It is advisable that a foreign 
language should be learned at 
a young age. 
 
 



Don’t delay subject with an impersonal 
expression beginning with it 

 
It is advisable that a foreign 
language should be learned 
at a young age. 
A foreign language should be 
learned at a young age. 
 
 



Other ways to avoid sentences 
that begin: It is 

 
It is interesting to note that … 
Note that … (remove redundancy) 
 
It is probable that X will happen. 
X will probably happen. (use adverbs) 
 
It is obligatory to do this. 
This must be done. (use modal verbs) 



Why avoid It is … ? 
1 Reduces number of words by up to 50%  
It is advisable that a foreign language should be .. 
It is interesting to note that … 
 
2 Puts key concept (i.e. X) at beginning of sentence  
It is probable that X will happen. 
X will probably happen.  
It is obligatory to do X. 
X must be done.  
 
Reader not forced to read words and phrases that 
give little or no information. 
 
 



Do exercise 



If sense is negative, use a negative form and 
use it near the beginning of the sentence  

 
 
 

ENTRY NO 



If sense is negative, use a negative form and 
use it near the beginning of the sentence  

Penso che lei non venga alla lezione. 
I don’t think she is coming to the lesson. 
Ho poco tempo. 
I don’t have much time. 
Ho meno amici di te. 
I don’t have as many friends as you. 
Va al cinema raramente. 
She rarely goes to the cinema. 
 
 

Give the bad news first. 

NO ENTRY 



Adverbs: what is the rule? 
I am usually late. 

 
I usually arrive late. 

I don’t usually arrive late. 
I have never been late. 

 
I probably won’t arrive late. 

I will probably not arrive late. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Adverbs: what is the rule? 
I am usually late.  

1) AFTER present/past of to be (adverbs of frequency, also, only) 
 

I usually arrive late. 
I don’t usually arrive late. 

I have never been late. 
2) BEFORE main verb (adverbs of frequency, also, only) 

 
 

I will probably (not) arrive late. 
I probably won’t arrive late. 

 
3) The same as 2) but before contractions (adverbs of certainty) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Adverbs: do you remember 
the rules? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Do exercise 



Past participles: if in doubt 
put them AFTER the noun 

This was the solution given 
(in his paper). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Do exercise 



Word order: Summary  
1 Subject + verb + object + indirect object 
 
2 Subject at beginning of sentence 
 
3 Verb near as possible to beginning of sentence 
 
4 Don’t separate subject from verb - don’t insert 
parenthetical information 
 
5 Negative ideas at beginning of sentence 
 
6 Sequences of events in chronological order 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Why is it important?  
People want key information first. On CVs people put 
their most recent achievements first. They don’t put 
what primary school they went to. 
 
If you put most important element at the beginning of 
sentence it forces you to think what the most important 
element is. 
 
By putting subject and main verb at the beginning you 
will be forced to write more concisely and probably with 
shorter sentences. 
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